Article 5 - Doctrinal Basis

The SCCC believes in:

5.1 Bible

The Divine inspiration and infallibility of the Holy Scriptures, the sixty-six books of the Old and New Testaments, as originally given, and its supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct.

5.2 God

The Unity of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit in the triune Godhead.

The sovereignty and grace of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit in creation, providence, revelation, redemption and final judgement.

5.3 Christ

The full deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Son of God; His virgin birth and His real and sinless humanity; His death on the cross, His bodily resurrection and His present reign in heaven.

5.4 The Holy Spirit

The necessity of the work of the Holy Spirit in regeneration, making the death of Jesus Christ effective to the individual sinner and granting repentance towards God and faith in Jesus Christ.

The illuminating, regenerating, indwelling and sanctifying work of God the Holy Spirit in all true believers.

5.5 Man

Man created in the image of God, and the universal sinfulness and guilt of human nature since the Fall, rendering man subject to God's wrath and condemnation.

5.6 Salvation

Redemption from the guilt, penalty and power of sin, only through the sacrificial death of our representative and substitute, Jesus Christ, the only mediator between God and man.

Justification as God's act of undeserved mercy, in which the sinner is pardoned of all his sins, and accepted as righteous in God's sight, only because of the righteousness of Christ imputed to him; this justification being received not by works but by faith alone.

5.7 Last Things

The expectation of the visible return of our Lord Jesus Christ in power and glory.

The bodily resurrection and eternal life of all true believers.

All unrepentant sinners will be subjected to eternal punishment in hell.

5.8 The Church

The priesthood of all believers, who form the universal Church, the Body of which Christ is the Head, and which is committed by His command to the proclamation of the Gospel throughout the world.

5.9 Ordinances

5.9.1 Baptism:  

The mode of baptism will be by full immersion on personal confession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  In exceptional circumstances, other modes of baptism will be acceptable.

5.9.2 Holy Communion:  

The remembrance of the Lord's death through the Holy Communion shall be observed regularly. All believers whose conduct is consistent with their confession of their faith shall be received at the Lord's Table.

